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Evading the Net report OECD/TFTC
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Background NA-FIG
ÅCases within the fisheries are extremely complex, and we often see 

international oriented transactions. 
ÅWe found agencies’ individual lack of means to handle the situation and solve 

cases, and the need for «A Whole of Governmental Approach»
ÅChange of perspective
ÅFrom Environmental crimes to financial crimes
ÅFrom catch documentation to the full range of book keeping



How the fisheries sector works



The Value Chain



The Case on economic crime in fisheries

ÅClose Inter Agency cooperation

ÅñPaint the whole pictureò

Joint operation; Police, Tax and Food Safety 

Authorities



5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ άŜȅŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ:
ÅTax Authorities: analysis Bank Accounts, false Invoices, 

lack of book keeping, tax evasion, VAT fraud – finding the 
financial and fiscal crimes
ÅComputer forensics; Mirror the electronic data, 

computers and telephones – text messages as 
evidence



5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ άŜȅŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ:
ÅFood Safety Authorities 

Sales ban was initiated, and waring made 
through Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) due to 
lack of traceability - back to the producer of the fish. 
ÅRecall of 14 different transhipments all in all 266 tonnes of 

fish exported by 3 Norwegian licensed exporters to 10 
different buyers in Brazil, Switzerland, Argentine, UK, 
Portugal and France.

Strong tools ςhad strong impact on the market ς
Immediate action!



But this is just the tip of the 

iceberg ïour insights are 

showing this figure is much 

higher at over ú40 billion

Most of the fish was bought from unknown 
fishermen from the Northern part of Norway and 
handled by foreign truck drivers operating in Norway 
under cabotage. Most cash payment

Some of the fish was proved stolen by an ex 
employee and sold/exported.



But this is just the tip of the 

iceberg ïour insights are 

showing this figure is much 

higher at over ú40 billion

Numbers in the case; 
Amount of fish 386.024 kilos
Total value NOK 11.660.812

Big values, organized, not reported, ongoing 
illegal activity over a long period of time 



VERDICTS:
SUSPECTA - CONVICTEDFORCRIMESRELATEDTOREPORTING

FAILURES, VATRELATEDCRIMES, BOOKKEEPING- AND

ACCOUNTINGCRIMESςALLCLASSICSFORTAXINSPECTORS

ANDALSOCRIMESRELATEDTOFOODSAFETYANDOTHER

CRIMESRELATEDTOUNLICENSEDANDUNDOCUMENTED

EXPORTSOFFOODςTHELACKOFTRACEABILITY

ALSOFENCINGANDMISAPPROPRIATIONOFFUNDS, AS

POLICECLASSIC

ANDTHEORGANIZEDCRIMESASPECTISCOVERED

(BUTTHEATTORNEYSCOULDHAVECONSIDEREDMONEY

LAUNDERINGASWELL!)

FIVEYEARSOFIMPRISONMENT



VERDICTS:
SUSPECTB ANDCWERECONVICTEDFORFACTITIOUSINVOICING, 
VATFRAUD, THEFT, FENCINGANDMISAPPROPRIATIONOFFUNDS

ANDFOODSAFETYCRIMES.

B TWOANDA HALFYEAR, ANDCONEYEARIMPRISONMENT

INTER AGENCY COOPERATION WAS CRUCIAL!

Realizing it is all about money!



Thank you for your attention !
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