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Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IUU) - a broad 

term originally defined in 2001, within the context of the IPOA-IUU, and includes

I Fishing and fishing-related activities conducted in 
contravention of national, regional and international laws

U Non-reporting, misreporting or under-reporting of 
information on fishing operations and their catches

U
Fishing by “Stateless” vessels

Fishing in convention areas of RFMOs by non-party vessels

Fishing activities which are not regulated by States 

Fishing in areas or for fish stocks for which there are no conservation 
or management measures



Crimes associated
with fisheries

(not connected to fishing operations but
take place within the fishing sector)

Fisheries-related 
crimes

(directly connected to
fishing operations)

Relationship between IUU fishing and other crimes

Fishing

I U U



FAO’s mandate and areas of initiatives in 
combatting IUU fishing

Forum to develop and guide 
implementation of international  fisheries 
frameworks (instruments)

Assistance and advice – policies and 
legislation 

Knowledge, capacity building and training



Areas of FAO’s initiatives in combatting IUU fishing

Develop and guide implementation of 
international  fisheries frameworks (instruments)

1. The 2001 International Plan of Action to Prevent, 
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU);

2. The 2009 Agreement on Port State Measures to 
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing (PSMA); and

3. The 2013 Voluntary Guidelines on Flag State 
Performance.

4. Voluntary Guidelines on Catch Documentation 
Schemes



Assistance and advice – policies and 
legislation 

Areas of FAO’s initiatives in combatting IUU fishing

1. Assistance to countries (on request) to 
review and enhance policy and primary 
fisheries law and related legislation

2. Assistance to countries to strengthen policy, 
strategies and plans (including monitoring 
control and surveillance) to address EU IUU 
fishing concerns



Knowledge, capacity building and training

Areas of FAO’s initiatives in combatting IUU fishing

1. Areas for capacity building and training:

1. Monitoring, control and surveillance 
including VMS, observers, inspections, 
CDS

2. Law enforcement and training 
(including evidence and prosecutions)

3. Studies and knowledge sharing of 
new areas (e.g. fish food fraud)



FAO’s Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) and projects
(for assistance and capacity building)

TCP

• Policy, legal and technical (incl. MCS)

• Assist FAO Members with EU IUU 
fishing concerns

Tailored 
Projects

• Global Programme for Implementation 
of Port State Measures Agreement

• Expert and technical consultations

Normative 
Programme

• Policy, legal, technical

• Studies, information sharing, new 
governance and guidance  instruments



Technical Cooperation 
Programme

(TCP)

• Policy, legal and technical 
(incl. MCS)

• Assist FAO Members with 
EU IUU fishing concerns

FAO’s Technical cooperation Programme and projects
(for assistance and capacity building)

Countries Assistance

Ghana (delivered) • Legislative review and drafting
• National Plan of Action on IUU 

Fishing
• Action plan to address EU IUU 

fishing concerns
• Training on monitoring, 

compliance and surveillance
• Boarding and Port Inspection 

training
• Law enforcement training
• Training of Magistrates and 

other judicial officers
• Inter-agency cooperation

Thailand (delivered)

Papua New Guinea (on 
going)

St. Kitts and Nevis 
(delivered)

Bahamas (delivered)

Trinidad and Tobago 
(ongoing)

Sri Lanka (on going)

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines (ongoing)

Cambodia (ongoing)



Implementation of the Port State Measures Agreement

Tailored 
Projects

•Global Programme for 
Implementation of Port State 
Measures Agreement

•Expert and technical consultations



Tailored 
programmes and 

projects

• Global Programme for 
Implementation of Port State 
Measures Agreement (US 15 million)

• Expert and technical consultations

FAO’s Technical cooperation Programme and projects
(for assistance and capacity building)

Countries Assistance

Cape Verde (regional)(delivered) • Training on International 
law and PSMA

• Gaps analyses and strategy
• Training on monitoring, 

compliance and 
surveillance

• Boarding and Port 
Inspection training

• Inter-agency cooperation
• Cooperation with other 

IGO and partners (e.g. 
IMO, ILO, UNODC, CITES)

Tonga (planned)

Papua New Guinea (delivered)

Albania (regional with GFCM) 
(delivered)

Palau (delivered)

Thailand (delivered)

Vanuatu (planned)

Others – Myanmar, Cape Verde, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Maldives

Others (planned) – East African 
and Indian Ocean SIDS, West 
African states, South East Asia 
and West Pacific Regions



Thailand’s Port State Measures
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FAO’s Technical cooperation Programme and projects
(for assistance and capacity building)

Normative 
Programme

• Policy, legal, technical

• Studies, information 
sharing, new governance 
and guidance  instruments



Other initiatives

• Global Record of Fishing Veesels

• Collaboration with other IGOs and 
partners

• PSMA Global Programme – Norway, 
Sweden, US

• UNODC – delivery of technical assistance 
and capacity building

• Norway – Policy and legal frameworks and 
training of lawyers

• Cooperation with UNEP/UNICRI on 
environmental crimes study

• FOOD FRAUD/SEAFOOD FRAUD



FAO’s work to assist countries 
achieve the SDGs – SDG 14.6.1
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